
ZKES Read Across America Spirit Week 

March 2-March 6th, 2026 
Invent the Future: Read, Imagine, Create! 

Mindful Monday- 

Words Matter 

 

Trait Focus:  

Communication 

 

3/2/26 

Techie Tuesday- 

Invent the Future 

 

Trait Focus: 

Critical Thinking 

 

3/3/26 

What If? 

Wednesday- 

 

Trait Focus:  

Creativity 

 

3/4/26 

Team-Up 

Thursday- 

 

Trait Focus: 

Collaboration 

  

3/5/26 

Future Leaders 

Friday- 

 

Trait Focus: 

Citizenship 

 

3/6/26 

Wear a shirt 
with words, 
letters or a 

positive 
message 

Wear 
futuristic 

colors (silver, 
neon, metallic 

or a shirt with 
robots/ 
shapes)  

Ideas change 
the world! 

Dress as an 
inventor or 

creative thinker. 
 
 

 

   Twin Day!  
Match with a 

friend or 
match by class 

color. 

Wear college gear 
or career attire 
to show positive 

futures. 
 

Featured Story Titles                 

     

The Word 
Collector by: 
Peter Reynolds 

If I Built a School 
by: Chris Van 
Dusen 

What Do You Do 
With an Idea? 

by: Kobi Yamada 

The Day You 
Begin by: 
Jaqueline 
Woodson 

I Am Every Good 
Thing by: Derrick 

Barnes 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Other Read Alouds and Classroom/Home Connections 
 Grades PK-1: 

 

Day Book Theme and 
description 

Discussion 
questions 

Classroom/ Home 
Activity 

Monday 

 

This picture book 
shows how two 
girls-one who 
speaks Japanese 
and one who 
speaks English, 
become friends 
despite their 
differences. 

What helped the 
two girls to 
become friends 
even though they 
don’t speak the 
same language?  

Multilingual Friendship 
Game: 
Pick objects up around 
you (toy, snack, pet). 
Look up the word in 
Japanese. Take turns 
saying the word together. 

Tuesday 

 
Link for Read Aloud 

Rosie Revere 
loves inventing 
gadgets. Rosie 
learns to keep 
trying even when 
she makes 
mistakes. 
 
 

Why did Rosie 
hide her inventions 
at first? 
 
Can you think of a 
time you felt like 
Rosie? What did 
you do next? 

Family Engineer 
Challenge: 
Using simple materials, 
pick a small problem to 
solve. (e.g. build a bridge 
to hold a toy). 
 
Test it- if it doesn’t work, 
talk about what you might 
change and try again! 

Wednesday  

 
Link for Read Aloud 

This is a simple, 
inspiring story 
about a girl who 
discovers her 
creativity through 
a single dot. It 
celebrates 
imagination and 
artistic courage. 

When have you 
felt unsure about 
trying something 
new?  
 
What does 
“making your 
mark” mean in 
your classroom or 
family? 

Classroom/Family Dot 
Challenge: 
Each person draws one 
dot and turns it into a 
picture.  
 
Create a “dot gallery” to 
display your creations 
 
 

Thursday 

 
 Link for Read Aloud 

This is a powerful  
book about 
kindness, 
empathy, and 
seeing the beauty 
in differences. It’s 
told from Auggie’s 
perspective, and it 
reminds us that 
everyone is 
unique and 
deserves respect. 

How do you think 
Auggie feels when 
others treat him 
differently? 
 
What are some 
ways we can be 
kind and include 
others? 
 
 
 

Kindness Wall 
Create a “Kindness Wall” 
for your fridge.  
 
Write kind words or 
actions on sticky notes 
and try to complete one 
each day. 

Friday 

 
Link for Read Aloud 

 
 

CJ and his 
grandmother ride 
the bus home and 
he begins to 
notice differences 
all around him. He 
learns about 
gratitude and 
empathy. 

What did CJ notice 
about the people 
and places on the 
bus ride? How did 
his grandmother 
help him see 
things differently? 

Gratitude Walk and Talk 
Take a short walk around 
your home. Name 3 
things big or small that 
you are grateful for.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7LOuUq4FT6g&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sg-aGFsOk1I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b2zG_lb31y0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uhcd2g9Id6Q



